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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the initial Office Action based on the application number 10572615, filed March 
1 7, 2006. Claims 1 -9, as originally filed, are currently pending and have been 
considered below. Claims 1 and 7 are the independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. Claim 7 recites a "system" comprising software components 
as indicated in the Specification on page 7, lines 22-23. Thus, the "system" recited in 
Claim 7 is software perse. That is, the "system" recited in Claim 7 lacks the necessary 
physical articles or objects to constitute a machine or a manufacture within the meaning 
of 35 USC 1 01 . Also, the "system" recited in Claim 7 is clearly not a series of steps or 
acts to be a process nor is it a combination of chemical compounds to be a composition 
of matter. As such, it fails to fall within a statutory category. 

Claim 8 depends upon Claim 7, and merely recite additional features of the software 
modules. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Chu et al. (hereinafter Chu): US Patent Application Pub. No. 2004/0239683. 

Chu expressly teaches: 

Claim 1. Method for navigating through a displayed hierarchical data structure including 
a parent node and a plurality of child nodes the method comprising: 
displaying the parent node at a parent position, displaying each of the plurality of child 
nodes at a respective child node position ([0041]: displaying the parent node and the 
child nodes in a hierarchical data structure); 

assigning a parent relevance grade to the parent node and assigning a respective 
relevance grade to each of the plurality of child nodes ([0039]-[0041]: assigning a parent 
relevance grade to the parent node and a respective relevance grade to each of child 
nodes); 

navigating through the displayed hierarchical data structure ([0034]: navigating through 
the hierarchical data structure); 
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hiding, upon navigation through the displayed hierarchical data structure, a child node 
of the plurality of child nodes, based upon the respective relevance grade of child node 
([0044]: collapsing/hiding a child node with respect to the relevance grade of child 
node); and 

displaying a reference node at a reference node position in stead of displaying the 
hidden child node, wherein the reference node position is related to the child node 
position (([0060]: displaying an ellipsis/a reference node whose position is related to the 
child node position). 

Claim 2. A method according to claim 1, the method comprising: selecting the reference 
node; and displaying the child node at the child node position in stead of displaying the 
reference node, upon selecting the reference node ([0060]: selecting the reference node 
and displaying the child node by means of expand operation). 

Claim 3. A method according to claim 1, wherein navigating through the displayed 
hierarchical data structure and hiding the child node are in opposite directions ([0043]: 
navigating the hierarchical data structure and hiding the child node are in opposite 
direction). 

Claim 4. A method according to claim 1, wherein the relevance grade depends upon at 
least one of: a number of child nodes of the parent node, a selected child node or a 
selected parent node ([0044]-[0046]: the relevance grade depends upon a number of 
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Claim 5. A method according to claim 1, wherein the relevance grade comprises an 
ordering and hiding the child node depends upon this ordering ([0044]-[0045]: the 
relevance grade comprising an ordering and hiding the child node depends upon this 
ordering). 

Claim 6. A method according to claim 1, wherein the displayed reference node reflects a 
number of child nodes, of the plurality of child nodes, which are hidden ([0044]-[0045] 
[0060]: the reference node reflecting a number of child nodes that have been hidden). 

Claims 7 and 8: 

The subject matter recited in Claims 7 and 8 corresponds to the subject matter recited 
in Claims 1 and 2, respectively. Thus Chu discloses every limitation of Claims 7 and 8, 
as indicated in the above rejections for Claims 1 and 2. 

Claim 9. Computer readable medium having stored thereon instructions for causing one 
or more processing units to perform the method according to claim 1 ([0029]). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Ku et al.: U.S. Patent No. 6,462,762 
Glass et al.: U.S. Patent No. 6,341 ,280 
Kotchey: U.S. Patent No. 5,812,135 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAE HO D. SONG whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7524. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30-5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 5712724137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ID. D. SJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2176 



/William L. Bashore/ 
William L. Bashore 
Primary Examiner 
Tech Center 2100 



